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Our  Mission

ÅTo assist our member in preventing as 
many accidents as possible.

ÅDollar figure of total incurred work comp 
claims above $20,000.00

Å01-01-2001 thru 08-03-2005

Å$6,329,086.07



Summary of claims above 

$20,000.00

¸1478 claims

¸Back-242

¸Head-50

¸Face-16

¸Lungs-34

¸Eye-116

¸Knee-104



General Hazards Associated with 

Utility Operations

¸ Vehicle operations   

¸Confined spaces

¸ Excavating, trenching, & shoring

¸ Landscaping & maintenance activities

¸Hazardous materials, chlorine, & sulfur dioxide

¸ Electrical hazards 



What are some of the consequences 

when safety is overlooked?

ü Injuries    

üReduced workforce

üReduced wages for injured

üHigher insurance premiums

üDiminished morale
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What are some of the reasons 

safety is overlooked?

ü Lack of knowledge   

ü Lack of training

ü Acting in haste

üComplete carelessness
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All accidents arise from one of 

the four elements!

VPeople

VEquipment

VMaterials

VEnvironment
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üPeople

- Employees may be inadequately 
trained

- Employees may not be aware of 
inherent hazards

üEquipment

- May be defective/outdated, inadequate 
safety guards

- May not be used for intended purpose



üMaterials

- Employees may be improperly trained in 
handling of materials

- Hazardous methods or procedures may be 
practiced when handling materials

üEnvironment

- Working on right of ways or in the middle 
of a busy street

- Physical elements of the environment, 
(rain, temperature, noise)



Is anything wrong with this ?



Summer Safety

¸Safety in the Sun

¸Problems with the Heat



Safety in the Sun

¸Skin Cancerééan epidemic

¸One million cases this year

ïBasal cellé.75%

ïSquamous cellé20%

ïMelanomaé..32,000 diagnosed / 7,200 deaths

¸ Intense sun exposure/ 2 or 3 severe sunburns before age 18 
dramatically increases chance of melanoma later on

¸ Know the symptoms

ïAé..Asymmetry

ïBé..Border

ïCé..Color

ïDé.Diameter



Sun exposure safety tips

¸Wear a hat

¸Use sunscreené.SPF 30

¸Limit exposure between 10:00 AM and 
3:00 PM if possible



Heat related illneses

¸Heat Cramps

¸Heat Exhaustion

ïCool clammy skin pale in color, headaches, 

dizziness, l.o.c., nausea

ïMove patient to a cool area, elevate feet, 

loosen clothing, give small sips of water, cool 

water towels placed around arm pits, neck and 

groin areasé..call 911



Heat 

¸Heat Stroke

ïDry pale skin (no sweating), possible seizures, may 
collapse/pass out

ïTreat similar to heat exhaustion, if available place ice 
under arm pits and in groin area

ïSerious medical emergencyé50% of heat stroke 
victims will die

¸ Be alert for repeatheat stress victims

¸Solutioné.drink, drink, drinkélimit alcohol, no 
big meals



Do you have employees trained in 

CPR ?

¸Local Fire Dept

¸American Red Cross

¸First responder training importanté.it 
Couldhappen to you



Letôs really focus!



Vehicle Safety

¸ Inspect use of vehicle beforeuse daily

¸As required by law, ALWAYS buckle seatbelt !

¸Donôt allow yourself to be easily distracted; try 
to avoid talking on cell phones, reading, etcé 
while driving

¸Focus on driving, we must 

drive DEFENSIVELY !
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Smart Driving
¸Buckle up!

¸Donôt speed or drive too slowly

¸When working on or near right of ways, always 
activate hazard lights & wear reflective PPEôs

¸Always ensure that your vehicle is properly 
loaded and the load is adequately secured

http://www.nsc.org/GRAPHICS/Ddc86.gif


Over 41,000people

killed 

annually due to motor vehicle crashes.

2,000,000more suffer disabling injuries

from vehicle crashes.



Defensive Driving

¸Risks

¸Challenges

¸Key Program Points

¸We offer a proactive driver training course



Total Motor Vehicle Deaths by 

MonthéBe Careful Going 

Home!



Stay alert to your surroundings.

¸ In a challenging driving environment



Keep Your Eyes on the Road!





Signs are not Always Effective



Driving tips

¸Aim High in Steering

¸Get the Big Picture

¸Keep Your Eyes Moving

¸Leave Yourself An Out

¸Make Sure They See You

ï(Smith System Driver Improvement Institute)



Positive Results Can Occur/At-

Fault Vehicle Accidents-

Montgomery Water Works
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Risks
¸Water and Waste Water is a dangerous 

occupation


