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seat Belt Safety

More people are killed or injured in motor vehicle accidents than by any other type of
incldent, both on and off the job. Motor vehicle accidents represent nearly half of il
accidental fatalities. The statistics are staggering:

@ Someone dies from a motor vehicle accident every 11 minutes.

Someone is injured in a motor vehicle accident every 18 seconds.

¢ In 1994, the cost of lost wages and lost productivity due to motor vehicle deaths
and injuries amounted to 60.6 billion doliars.

Even with these numbers, some people still cling fo unfounded myths and use the same old excuses, to resist wearing them.
For example:

Myth: "My seat belt will trap me in the car if my vehicle catches fire or sinks underwater.”

Fact: Only about on-half of one percent of accidents Invoive car fires or water. But even if you do have such an accident wearing a seat belt
makes it more likely that you will remain conscious, and able o get out of the car.

Myth: “Without a seat belt on, I'm more likely to be thrown clear of harm in an accldent.”

Fact: You are more likely to be thrown out of the car if you're not wearing a seat beit - - but this is not good news. You are 25 times more
likely to be killed if thrown from the vehicle.
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@ If you are thrown from the vehicle, your chance of serious injury increases and your chance for survival will diminish.
You could be run over by your own vehicle or by another vehicle. Your body could hit a tree, guardrail, sign, barricade
or other stationary object,

Putting on a seat belt should become as routine every time you enter the vehicle. The driver of the vehicle should do it

with the same consistency as turning the key in the ignition and releasing the paiking brake. The question you have to ask
yourself is: Are you willing to take the risks associated with failure to wear your seat belt?

So, buckle up and drive as if your life depends on it. I} DOES!



